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December 22, 2024
Fourth Sunday in Advent

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
555 US HIGHWAY 1—NORTH PALM BEACH, FL 33408



We warmly welcome all our guests and are so blessed to have you join us for worship
this morning!

Join us the first Sunday of each month for our Congregational Breakfast at 10:00 AM
in the Michel Building (to your right as you leave the Sanctuary).

Holy Communion

In this Sacrament, Jesus gives us Himself, His true Body and Blood as we receive the bread
and wine. Jesus instituted this when he celebrated Passover with his disciples, and assures
us that each time we receive it, we again remember his death and receive the full benefits
of His grace and all that he offers. In keeping with the Scripture and the teachings of the
Lutheran church, we ask each person to consider these questions:

*Do | acknowledge the fact that 1 am indeed a sinner and that | am sorry for my sins?
*Do | believe that Jesus Christ is my Savior from all sin?

*Am I trusting in Jesus’ promise that I receive full forgiveness and strength through
this Sacrament?

*Do | believe and agree that the body and blood of my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
are truly present in, with and under the bread and wine?

*With the Lord’s help, will I seek to amend my sinful life and live in conformity with
His holy will?
If you answer yes to all these questions and are baptized, you are welcome to come and
receive all that Jesus offers in Holy Communion. May the Lord bless your personal
reception as well as your daily living under His power and blessing.

We offer assistance for the hearing impaired. Just speak to one of our ushers, who will
be able to help you. Please return the hearing device to an usher as you exit.

We have a Nursery for infants through age 3 that is available during our services for you
to use, we have an experienced babysitter there to care for your children. The nursery is
through the hall on the right side of the sanctuary (facing the altar).

Prelude “Come Down, O Love Divine” arr. Chester Alwes

(When the Organ sounds, please quiet yourself in preparation of today’s service)

DIVINE SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT, SETTING TWO



Confession and Absolution

Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Exhortation LSB 167
) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Confession of Sins LSB 167

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 167
(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace



#338 LSB Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (tune: 851 LSB)

1  Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation,
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

2 Born Thy people to deliver;
Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Text: Public domain

Service of the Word
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peacefrom a-bove and for our sal-va-tion let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
H | .

)’ A | | | |

Yy 4N | - | | |

| £ <o W) e - O | |

A3V I w | |

[y \

A - men.



Gloria in Excelsis
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to His peo-ple on earth.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Micah 5:2-5a

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return
to the people of Israel.
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth.
5And he shall be their peace.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80:1-4,7

1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph | like a flock!*
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.
2Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Ma- | nasseh,*
stir up your might and come to | save us!



3Restore us, | O God;*
let your face shine, that we | may be saved!

40 LoRD | God of hosts,*

how long will you be angry with your | people’s prayers?
'Restore us, O | God of hosts;*

let your face shine, that we | may be saved!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Epistle Hebrews 10:5-10
SWhen Christ came into the world, he said,

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body have you prepared for me;

6in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.

"Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,
as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.””

8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings
and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), °then he added,
“Behold, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second.
And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 1:39-45

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.



31n those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah,
“40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. !And when Elizabeth heard
the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit, “?and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is
the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should
come to me? *For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my
womb leaped for joy. **And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of
what was spoken to her from the Lord.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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1 The an - gel Ga - bri- el from heav - en came,
2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er thou shalt  be,
3 Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed her head;
4 Of her, Em-man - u - el the Christ, was born
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“To me be as it pleas - eth God,” she said.
In Beth - le-hem all on a Christ - mas morn,
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“All  hail to thee, O low-ly maid -en Mar - ,
Thy son shall be Em-man-u - el, by seers fore - told,
“My soul shall laud and mag-ni - fy God’s ho - ly name.
And Chris-tian folk through-out the world will ev - er  say:
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Most high-ly fa-vored la-dy” Glo - 1i - al
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy” Glo - ri - al
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy, Glo - ri - al
“Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy.” Glo - ri - al

Text: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924
Text and tune: Basque, c. 18th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering Bell Ensemble



955 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-80
Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010
Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000882

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

now. our ta - ble with Your pres - ence, and
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give us A fore-taste of the feast to come.

LSB 177



Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 177
(P} Itistruly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 178
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Lord’s Prayer LSB 179
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth
asitisin heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I-
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *}-
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 180
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 180
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Distribution Brooklyn Finn, Violinist
Thank the Lord LSB 181
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.



Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in
the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout
our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your
saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction LSB 183
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.

Amen.
386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice
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1 Now sing we, now re - joice, Now raise to heav’n our voice;
2 Come from on high to me; I can-not rise to Thee.

3 Now through His Son doth shine The  Fa-ther’s grace di - vine.
4 Oh, where shall joy be found?  Where but on heav’'n-ly ground?
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He from whom joy stream - eth Poor in a man-ger lies;
Cheer my wea-ried spir - it, O pure and ho - ly Child;
Death was reign-ing o’er us Through sin and van -1 - ty
Where the an - gels sing - ing With all His saints u - nite,
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Not so bright-ly beam-eth The sun in yon - der skies.
Through Thy grace and mer - it, Blest Je - sus, Lord most mild,
Till He o -pened for us A bright e - ter - ni - ty.
Sweet - est prais-es bring-ing In heav’'n-ly joy and light.
I‘? b . I Y = r X ‘; ;\ { N 1
[ a0 N | N | A _.I. i r ;‘—‘_J_ 1\. -\
Thou my Sav - ior art! Thou my Sav - ior art!
Draw me un - to Thee! Draw me un - to Thee!
May we praise Him  there! May  we praise Him there!

Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!
Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.
Tune: German, 14th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain



Dismissal

(A) Goin peace and serve the Lord.
(C) Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Carillon” Gordon Young

OUR VISION

We believe God calls us to engage, encourage and equip our church,
community and world with His unfailing love.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

We will engage all people in meaningful relationships with God’s unfailing
love as the foundation.
We will encourage all people to a closer relationship with Jesus.
We will equip all people to live a loving, powerful, Spirit-filled life.

Faith Luthgran

NEWS FROM OUR PARISH

Parish Notes and the Faith Flame Newsletter are available in The Narthex.

Parish Notes:
Email your announcements by Monday each week to church@faithnpb.com

Faith Flame Newsletter:
Email your announcements to church@faithnpb.com

Visit our website: Faithlutheran-npb.com
On the right-hand column towards the bottom, click “Resources”. There you will find
our Church Calendar, Weekly Bulletin, News & Notes, Faith Flame Newsletter, Chancel
Workers Schedule, and New Day Calendar of Events.
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